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VIVE networking platform: Let's connect! 
I would like to invite you to join this new peer to peer networking platform that we have started using along with SCCAN members. Here is the intro video. Feel free to join the Scotland space and to use the space to learn from and support each other, share news, project updates, funding, job opportunities, ask questions, etc…The platform holds a variety of spaces on themes which might be of interest to you, e.g. local democracy, waste, jobs, energy and others. It is also a platform to connect with hundreds of community workers, activists and volunteers working all around Scotland and the UK.  Please click the help button to get a video tour of the space and how to use it. Register here.

Become a SCCAN member!
Membership of Scottish Communities Climate Action Network is free and open to all Scottish community groups*, other organisations and networks that support community-led climate action and to individuals .As a member you will get access to a range of benefits, which include: 

-Being part of and having access to the network

-Being showcased in our members map and directory 
-Peer to peer networking opportunities 

-Access to funding such as the Community Learning Exchange 

-And more!

Become a SCCAN member: https://sccan.scot/join/
2-Day, Zero Carbon Britain Online Training Course (SCCAN members only) 11th & 18th Nov
During this two day course you will explore all aspects of climate solutions and scenarios presented in the research.

We have block booked 20 places for Scottish Communities Climate Action Network (SCCAN) members at the special reduced rate of £30 for the two-day course.

The Centre for Alternative Technology’s Zero Carbon Britain project offers the hard data and confidence required for visualising a future where we have risen to the demands of climate science. It helps to reduce fear and misunderstandings and open new, positive, solutions-focused conversations. The 2019 Report, Zero Carbon Britain: Rising to the Climate Emergency incorporates the very latest developments in science and technology to show that we can create a zero carbon Britain using only proven technology. During this two day course you will explore all aspects of climate solutions and scenarios presented in the research. Live lectures will cover a range of topics from renewable energy and energy efficiency to diets and land-use, looking at how these can work together to help us build a zero carbon future. Workshops will enable discussion and debate among participants on catalysing action across all areas of society. 

You can book directly on the website.  There is the option to enter a discount code. Members can book their own places directly on the website, taking advantage of the £30 discounted rate.

Please respond to this email with your membership details to be sent the promocode. 

Host a ‘Climate Conversation’ / Become a 'Climate for Change' Facilitator
We would like to invite you to host a climate conversation in your community / group as part of our pilot 'Climate for Change' conversation programme. 

A Climate for Change conversation is a small one-off gathering (online or preferably in person) which gets people together (friends, family, community members) for around 2 hours to discuss climate change, to talk about the solutions and the challenges ahead and to encourage people to take action. It is an informal conversation that is guided by a facilitator. It is aimed at people who are concerned about climate change but unsure about the details and uncertain about what they can do about it - that is in fact the majority of people in Scotland. 

Hosting involves arranging a venue and possibly a simple meal (optional), inviting 20 people to get 10 on the day, and communicating with your local facilitator to iron out the details. The conversation works well with colleagues, volunteers, local groups, friends and family alike (it's not meant for children though). It's all about getting a discussion going and guiding people to some effective actions. Social science has shown that having lots of quality conversations about climate change is one of the most effective things we can do to stop it (link). 

If you are interested in hosting one, just get back to me. I can hopefully match you with a facilitator in or around your local area among our 50 trained volunteer facilitators. I'm also happy to have a quick zoom chat if that's easier....

If you would like to become a C4C facilitator and hold your own Climate Conversations, please register your interest via this short form: https://airtable.com/shrCNTMZNLFakSzl8 
Our next open to all C4C Conversation, online is on Wed 26th October 10am-12:30pm, 10 people max. Join here: https://Climate4ChangeOct.eventbrite.co.uk
MP/MSP Engagement Peer to Peer support group – Land use, Wed 26th Oct 6:30-7:30pm. 
If you're looking for support in taking action, come to one of our MP/MSP engagement group sessions. Each session focuses on a particular topic and provides a space to share information and tactics that can help in making your correspondence targeted and effective. The topic for this session will be land reform and sustainable land use. We will be tying in with the current consultation on the next Land Reform Bill, which can be found here. We will explore:

-how to use the land for the benefit of society; 

-how we define sustainable land use; 

-how we support communities in becoming involved with / connected to the land, both from a practical perspective (community right to buy) and from the perspective of engagement (getting people involved in community gardening, or even just understanding that their garden or window box can be part of sustainable land use). 

-who has the right / means to buy - so some of the measures being proposed in the Bill are making large land sales be subject to a public interest test. 

Even if you have no experience of engaging with your elected representatives, come along to share ideas and knowledge, and be part of a collective campaign. 

Wed 26th October 6:30pm-7:30pm. Please respond to this email to be sent the zoom link.

The Project of Nourishing Active Hope With Chris Johnstone - 9th November, online
Being engaged in climate action can carry an emotional toll. We’re exposed to disturbing and disheartening information, face frustrating obstacles, and will be acutely aware of what’s at stake. How can we protect ourselves from becoming overly sunk, overwhelmed, disillusioned or burnt out? What helps us face the mess we’re in, find our inspiration and keep showing up to play our part?

This webinar introduces an approach designed to nourish and support our engagement when in difficult conditions. We will look at what helps resource and energise our response when facing distressing news, while also exploring practices and understandings that can strengthen mutual support and heartfelt solidarity. 
Active hope is different from being hopeful; it is an energy of engagement that can happen through us, through our actions and choices and continued determination to make a difference. The project of nourishing active hope is about supporting ourselves and each other in this. 

Trainer Chris Johnstone is co-author, with Joanna Macy, of Active Hope: how to face the mess we’re in with unexpected resilience and creative power. Known internationally for his writings and online training, his work explores what helps us face disturbing situations and respond in ways that contribute to positive change. 

Book via: https://SCCANActiveHope.eventbrite.co.uk
How to Widen Participation? Equality & Diversity TRAINING - 9th November,  Aberdeen
How to become a more welcome and inclusive organisation? How to engage with diverse communities?

Where: Mental Health Aberdeen Langstane House, 6 Dee Street Aberdeen AB11 6DR

When: 10:30AM-14.30PM. A light lunch will be served from 1pm to 1:30pm.

Booking is essential. Limited to 15 spaces max.
While we are navigating our way forward to honest diversity and inclusion, NESCAN Hub, SCCAN and CEMVO have developed a training opportunity to conduct individual and organisational analysis of methods for engaging with diverse communities. We will consider and question our own awareness of racism today and how different forms of racism are affecting the green sector on a daily basis.
There's no 'one-size-fits-all' solution to holistic reforms in our ways of working but the first step to all possible solutions would look at generating honest enthusiasm to being responsive to people with lived experiences of inequalities. More often than not, our attempts at creating equality in the workplace are experienced as tokenistic and superficial. To combat that exploitative nature of our experiments, we must begin with educating ourselves in racism and then thinking of setting up long-term anti-racism frameworks. So, this training workshop will allow you to explore ideas of racism and what it means to put them in and out of practice.

Book via: https://WideningParticipationAbd.eventbrite.co.uk 

Networking & Skillshare meetup: Talking About Energy Conservation! 2-3:45pm, 28th Nov
Join fellow climate activists and community workers for a networking event on energy conservation. Share experience, ideas, challenges and questions! Come along to network and have group discussions. Please join us 2.00pm - 3.45pm on Monday 28 November! (Contributors to be announced) Their presentations will be followed by Q&As + breakout room discussions. Our Networking Meetups are open to all, conversation-based, informal workshops that we host through the year.

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/networking-skillshare-meetup-talking-about-energy-conservation-tickets-441487289367 

Here is our updated training offerings: https://sccan.scot/support/training/   They are on an 'ability to pay'/free basis. If you have other needs, please let us know. 

Other upcoming SCCAN events and training you might be interested in: https://sccan.scot/events/ including..... 
Community Climate Stories – Write Here, Write Now - SETTING Thu 20 Oct
Learn how to create compelling settings in this Write Here, Write Now workshop from SCCAN Storyteller Collective! In climate stories, the setting is much more than the background of the events or a mood device. It can be a magic ever-evolving thing. It can be a grieving ground, an imagined future, a treasure to protect and preserve at all costs. Join us to learn and practice how to better create and use the setting of your story to better understand it and communicate it to others. We hope the stories you will create can contribute to 1000 Better Stories podcast or blog, a part of SCCAN Storyteller Collective. As contributors you will be eligible to apply for a SCCAN mini-grant of up to £250. For more information get in touch with SCCAN Story Weaver on stories@scottishcommunitiescan.org.uk.

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-climate-stories-write-here-write-now-setting-thu-20-oct-tickets-414028258667
Finding Climate Campaigning Balance 10.30am-12pm Wed 2nd Nov online 
How can those working in the environmental sector fuel their work with joy in the face of doubt, fear and burnout?

Our speaker, Jo Musker-Sherwood spent 6 six years as the Founder Director of one of the UK’s fastest growing climate campaigns until she experienced a life-changing burnout. After recovering, she retrained in wellbeing and now researches resilience strategies to help activists fuel their work with joy. In this introductory workshop, Jo will share a range of tools to help you… • Resist burnout by cultivating practices that bring you joy • Tend to the heavy emotions that climate awareness brings, such as eco-anxiety • Connect with others also carrying these challenges 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/finding-climate-campaigning-balance-1030am-12pm-wed-2nd-nov-online-tickets-407909376927
‘Green Participatory Budgeting’ and its role in climate action, 2-4pm, 17th Nov. 
‘Green Participatory Budgeting’ -what is it and what role can it play in supporting climate action?

This is a joint, online, event with the Scottish Community Development Centre as part of the International, Green PB ‘Caravan’ which is visiting Scotland to share learning from Portugal, Spain and other places where participatory budgeting is enabling citizens to participate meaningfully in decision making to face up to the climate crisis. More details shortly. Participatory budgeting (PB) was created in Porto Alegre, a city of 1.3 million people in Brazil, in 1989. Since then, PB has expanded and become a major innovation in local decision-making and participation around the world.

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/green-participatory-budgeting-and-its-role-in-climate-action-tickets-433518965897
Mental Wellness & Resilience for the Climate Crisis with Bob Doppelt Nov 21
How can we build universal mental wellness & resilience for the climate crisis?

Increasing global temperatures are producing big disruptions to the systems people rely on for basic needs, mixed with more frequent, extreme, and prolonged disasters. New thinking and approaches are needed to address the scale and scope of the traumas racing our way. This involves a public health and community-led approach to enhancing and sustaining mental health and wellbeing at a local level. How might wide and diverse coalitions of local residents, groups, and organisations come together in communities to develop strategies that can help all of us enhance our mental wellness and resilience in the face of the climate crisis? How can actions to slash local greenhouse gas emissions, regenerate ecological systems, and adapt to climate impacts be integrated into our community initiatives? SCCAN and SCDC invite Bob Doppelt to help prompt discussion in a Scottish context, with community action, public health and mental wellbeing and resilience as a key focus of his research and work. Bob Doppelt founded and coordinates the International Transformational Resilience Coalition (ITRC), a network of mental health, social service, climate, faith, and other organisations. Bob has authored a number of books on the interface between individual, group, community, and social change and ecological regeneration. His newest book Preventing and Healing Climate Trauma: A Guide to Building Resilience and Hope in Communities will be released in early 2023 (Taylor and Francis/Routledge Publishing).

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-wellness-resilience-for-the-climate-crisis-with-bob-doppelt-nov-21-tickets-424127144707 

